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Awardee News 

JANUARY 2021 
 

ALBERTO AGUILAR (2011 3Arts Awardee), DIANNA FRID (2018 3Arts/Chandler Family Awardee), and 

HAROLD MENDEZ (2012 3Arts/Stan Lipkin & Evelyn Appell Lipkin Awardee) 

Opening January 7 and continuing through August 15, LatinXAmerican is an intergenerational group 

exhibition featuring nearly 40 Latinx artists from Chicago and beyond, including awardees Alberto 

Aguilar, Dianna Frid, and Harold Mendez. Occupying all of the museum’s galleries, the exhibition 

“explores the shifting--and at times contradictory--social, cultural, political, and artistic identities 

between Latinx artists of different circumstances and generations.” 

 

NICOLE CABELL (2010 3Arts/Northern Trust Awardee) 

On January 30-31, Nicole will perform the title role in La Traviata in a full production to be livestreamed 

for free by the San Francisco Opera. Playing one of the most well-known characters in the soprano 

repertoire, Nicole is paired with award-winning tenor Stephen Costello as Alfredo Germont. 

 

WILLIAM ESTRADA (2016 3Arts Community Awardee) 

William published an article entitled A Dangerous Imagination: creation, resistance, and togetherness 

for the Teaching Artists Guild online magazine. 

 

BENJI HART (2013 3Arts/Irene Siragusa Phelps Awardee) 

Benji was featured in an interview with South Side Weekly, entitled Envisioning New Futures with Benji 

Hart: What Brings You Joy? 

 

J’SUN HOWARD (2020 3Arts/RH, Restoration Hardware Awardee) 

J’Sun is a recipient of a 2020 Creation Fund Award by the National Performance Network to support a 

new dancework, The Righteous Beauty of the Things Never Accounted For. “By using poetics of the 

everyday, Righteous Beauty will take a nonlinear and iterative approach within the built environment to 

show Black peoples’ existence as they should have always existed—freely.”  

 

AJ MCCLENON (2020 3Arts/Gary & Denise Gardner Fund Awardee) 

AJ is one of three artists selected to be a 2021 Artist-in-Residence through a joint program at Arts + 

Public Life and the Center for the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture at the University of Chicago. The 

ten-month paid residency provides space, materials, and stipends to artists whose work examines  

 

HAROLD MENDEZ (2012 3Arts/Stan Lipkin & Evelyn Appell Lipkin Awardee) 

Harold will be a featured interviewee with Ivan Lozano for Archives + Futures (A+F), a podcast for and 

about Latinx and indigenous visual artists of the Americas. This interview is part of a series in 

partnership with the DePaul Museum of Art (DPAM). A link to the recording will be available on DPAM’s 

website after the initial broadcast on January 8 at 12pm CST. 

 

TOMEKA REID (2016 3Arts/Southwest Airlines Awardee) 

Tomeka is among 42 artists nationwide to receive a 2021 Creative Capital Award. Her project, “Women 

of the AACM,” will celebrate the contributions of the female practitioners in the Association for the 

Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM) as the group moves toward its 60th anniversary.  

 

AMANDA WILLIAMS (2014 3Arts/Stan Lipkin & Evelyn Appell Lipkin Awardee) 

Amanda was recognized as a 2020 Chicagoan of the Year by the Chicago Tribune. A feature interview 

highlighted her recent 3Arts Next Level/Spare Room Award, her role in the Black Reconstruction 

Council, and work in the upcoming exhibition “Reconstructions: Architecture and Blackness in America,” 

opening at the Museum of Modern Art in February.  

 

 

https://3arts.org/artist/alberto-aguilar/
https://3arts.org/artist/dianna-frid/
https://3arts.org/artist/harold-mendez/
https://resources.depaul.edu/art-museum/exhibitions/Pages/latinx-american.aspx
https://3arts.org/artist/nicole-cabell/
https://sfopera.com/about-us/press-room/press-releases/Streaming-January-2021/
https://3arts.org/artist/william-estrada/
https://teachingartistsguild.org/quarterly_magazine/a-dangerous-imagination-creation-resistance-and-togetherness/
https://3arts.org/artist/benji-hart/
https://soundcloud.com/south-side-weekly-radio/envisioning-new-futures-benjihart
https://soundcloud.com/south-side-weekly-radio/envisioning-new-futures-benjihart
https://3arts.org/artist/J-Sun-Howard/
https://npnweb.org/announcing-the-fall-2020-creation-fund-awards/
https://3arts.org/artist/aj-mcclenon/
https://arts.uchicago.edu/arts-public-life/programs/artist-residencies?mc_cid=0469570087&mc_eid=52cd47bb44
https://3arts.org/artist/harold-mendez/
https://resources.depaul.edu/art-museum/public-events/Pages/default.aspx
https://resources.depaul.edu/art-museum/public-events/Pages/default.aspx
https://creative-capital.org/projects/women-of-the-aacm/
https://3arts.org/artist/amanda-williams/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/ct-ent-coty-amanda-williams-1227-20201222-uynpp6mvq5cvppqgv6twt4gnqu-story.html
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JACQUELINE WILLIAMS (2011 3Arts Awardee) 

Jacqueline is in the ensemble cast of Wally World, a new two-act radio play written by Make a Wave 

awardee Isaac Gomez and produced by Steppenwolf Theatre Company. The New York Times recognized 

Jacqueline’s role as “a standout performance.” To access the play, patrons must purchase a 

Steppenwolf Now streaming subscription.  

 

SANTIAGO X (2019 3Arts/Chandler Family Awardee) 

On January 16 from 2-6pm, X will premiere a new time-based work in this half-day program called The 

Dreamscape, as part of the online programming for the group exhibition, The Long Dream, on view now 

at the Museum of Contemporary Art.  

 

AVERY R. YOUNG (2012 3Arts/Merrill Lynch Awardee) 

Avery collaborated with filmmaker Amir George on a new video work that commemorates the 1968 

Chicago riots on the city’s west side following the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The video 

combines footage of Chicago’s West Garfield Park and North Lawndale neighborhoods, with Avery 

performing vocals. This program is part of the Art Institute of Chicago's MLK Day 2021 celebration and 

will be available on January 11.    

 

 

https://3arts.org/artist/jacqueline-williams/
https://www.steppenwolf.org/tickets--events/steppenwolf-now/2020-21/wally-world/
https://3arts.org/artist/santiago-x/
https://mcachicago.org/Calendar/2021/01/The-Dreamscape
https://mcachicago.org/Calendar/2021/01/The-Dreamscape
https://3arts.org/artist/avery-young/
https://www.artic.edu/highlights/32/king-day-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=enews&utm_campaign=base&utm_content=enews-jan-01-04-20

